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[image: image1.jpg]Admission: $8.50 for entry to museum and an extra $17 for a guided tour.
Disabled access: Yes. i

Ttis now generally considered as the best football museum in the world. You can see so

many trophies (3HR), pictures and statues of great football players, I'm not a football fan but I

still enjoyed walking round this museum.
Miré Museum (518,869 visits/year)
Opening hours: Check website for details as they vary depending on the time of the year.
Admission: $8. Save 20% with the Barcelona Card.
Disabled access: Yes.
This museum has a wide range of Mir6’s works dating back as far as 1914. This artwork
collection includes not only his paintings but also a good selection of sculptures.
21. Which of the following attractions is the most popular?
A, Barcelona FC Museum. B. La Pedrera.
C. Sagrada Familia. D. Mir6 Museum.
22. What can we know about the four tourist attractions?
A, Sagrada Familia is the largest building in Barcelona.
B. Barcelona FC Museum will attract football fans.
C. La Pedrera is well known for its colors.
D. Mir6 Museum was built in as early as the year of 1914.
23. What do the four attractions have in common?
A. They are famous for their architectural styles.
B. Their opening hours are changeable in different times.
C. They are all accessible for the disabled people.
D. Tourists can get a discount of 20% with the Barcelona Card.

B

“Hello" is a relatively new greeting, It first appeared sometime in the mid-1800s, but many
people would not have dreamed of using it. “Hello” was considered a very impolite way to greet
someone, Instead, people used formal expressions like “How do you do?”

Back then, there were several words that sounded like “hello,” but they were used to get
someone’s attention or to express surprise. For example, if you caught your little brother stealing
your snack, you might have said, “Halloa there! Stop eating my cheese!” If you found a fly in
your soup, you might have shouted, “Hullo! How did that get in there?”

Everything started to change in 1876, when Alexander Graham Bell invented the telephone.
The first telephones didn’t have numbers you could dial, nor did they have bells or ringers.
Instead, your telephone sent signals along telephone lines to a central office where an operator
would answer by saying something like “Are you there, sir?” or “What is wanted?” The operator

would then connect your phone to the phone of the person you wanted to reach. There was just
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[image: image2.jpg]one small problem: Since telephones didn't ring, how would the p.ersun you were calling know
that you were “on the line”™? The answer is you would yell (KM) into your phone and hope
someone on the other end heard you. But what would you yell? And what would the person you
were calling say when they were going to answer? Bell suggested “Ahoy! Ahoy!” but it didn’t
catch on. Then the famous inventor Thomas Edison suggested the word hello. That caught on
right away.

“Hello” became so popular that by 1878 telephone operators were required to use it. In fact,
operators received the nickname (45 “Hello Girls.” Soon, “hello” became not just the
standard way to answer the phone, but an accepted way to greet people in person.

24. Why was “hello” seldom used when it first appeared?

A. It was too informal.

B. It was considered to be rude.

C. It was hard to pronounce.

D. There were other words like “hello”.
25. “Hullo” was used to show something . '

A unexpected B. exciting C. boring D. interesting
26. Paragraph 3 is mainly about .

A how the telephone improved

B. the friendship between Bell and Edison

C. the invention of the telephone

D. how “hello” was used to answer the telephone

27. We can infer from the text that .

A. “hello” got popular as soon as the telephone was invented
B. people liked simple expressions like “hello”

C. the telephone has changed the way people speak

D. Bell advised girls to use “hello”
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A study showed that the experiences children have in their first few years are important,
These experiences affect the development of the brain. When children Teceive more attention
they often have higher IQs. Babies receive information when they see, hear and feel thin s’
which mekes connections between different parts of the brain. There are a hundred trilli e
connections in the brain of a three-year-old child, o )

are at distinguishi i
patterns. Her researchers produced images of the brains of by
patterns. For example, one order was mu-ba-ba, This ;
¢ 3 -ba-ba. This is th < "
I e g € pattern “A-B-B". Another order was
for speech was more active during the
difference between different Patterns, Th,



[image: image3.jpg]Gervain is excited by these findings because the order of sounds is the building block of

words and grammar. “Position is key to language," she says. “If something is at the beginning
or at the end, it makes a big difference: ‘John caught the bear.” is very different from ‘The bear
caught John.””

Researchers led by scientist Patricia Kuhl have found that language delivered by televisions,
audio books, the Internet, or smartphones — no matter how educational — doesn’t appear to be
enough for children’s brain development, They carried out a study of nine-month-old American
babies. They expected the first group who’d watched videos in Chinese to show the same kind of
learning as the second group who were brought face-to-face with the same sounds. Instead they
found a huge difference. The babies in the second group were able to distinguish between similar
Chinese sounds as well as native listeners. But the other babies — regardless of whether they
had watched the video or listened to the audio—leamed nothing.

28. What makes connections in a baby’s brain?
A. Having a higher IQ. B. Experiencing new information.
C. The baby’s early age. D. The connection with other babies.
29. What did Judit Gervain and her team find in the experiment?
A. Word order is relevant to meaning.
B. A certain brain region processes language.
C. Babies identify different sound patterns.
D. Babies can well understand different words.
30. What does the underlined sentence mean in Paragraph 3?
A. Words have different sounds.
B. Different orders have different meanings.
C. Grammar is important in learning languages.
D. Different languages have different grammar.
31. What is the main conclusion from the study led by Patricia Kuhl?
A. Babies shouldn’t watch a lot of television.
B. Foreign languages are beneficial to babies’ brain development.
C. Listening to different languages helps to develop babies’ brain
D. Social communication improves babies’ brain development.
D
‘When Sir Ector saw Arthur pulled the sword (£1]) out of the stone and then pushed it back,
he rubbed his eyes. “I can’t believe it!” he cried. Then he fell on his knees before Arthur. “Father,
please do not kneel before me. Tell me what you mean!” Arthur said with great confusion.
“Listen, then,” said Sir Ector. “Years ago the wise magician, Merlin, carried a baby in his
arms. That baby was you. Merlin told me to bring you up as my own son. Now I can guess. You
must be the late king [] King Uther’s son, Who else could have pulled out the sword? Arthur,
We must let all England know you are qualified to be the new king.”
“I'would rather be your son than be a king!” cried Arthur.
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[image: image4.jpg]“On Christmas the Bishop(3:#) will give everyone a chance to pullthe sword Y"“‘n:llﬂ
take your tum and show everyone that you are the only person who can pull the i h.

On Christmas Day the great crowd of knights(#-+) and lords gathered before the church.
They pulled and pushed, but no one could make the sword move

Down the street came Metlin. Behind him came Sir Ector with Arthur, “Who are these
men?” asked the Bishop. “Here is one who will try the sword,” said Merlin. He laid his hand on
Arthur’s shoulder. “Here, lords of England, 1s the true son of King Uther!"” Arthur stepped upon
the stone and laid his hand on the sword. Smoothly and easily he pulled it out. He held it high so
all could see.

So Arthur became King of all England. Some of the lords did not want him, and he had to
fight them. As the years went by, he became stronger and greater. Knights came from all lands to
be in his court. At Camelot Arthur started the famous Knights of the Round Table. These were
the greatest of all the knights. They made their names famous for all time.

32, Sir Ector fell on his knees before Arthur because .

A. Arthur pulled the sword out and Sir Ector knew who he was

B. Merlin told Sir Ector to respect Arthur as if he were the King

C. Sir Ector wanted to-ask for forgivenessfrom the new king

D. Arthur was so powerful that Sir Ector admired him very much
33. Arthur found it when Sir Ector said he was qualified to be the new king.

A believable B. unchangeable  C. enjoyable D. unacceptable
34. What did Arthur do as King of all England according to the passage?

A. Making friends with the foreign countries.

B. Gathering the greatest knights.

C. Developing the national economy.
D. Making the famous table,

35. What is the best title for the passage?
A. Arthur Defeats Enemies

B. Arthur Trains Knights
C. Arthur Becomes King

D. Arthur Loves Swords
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: Children’s Games in Ancient China
Unlike the children nowadays,

A the children during ancient times didn't have smart phone,
#Fad or computer to entertain({% %) themselves. 36 Let's take a look.
_ Flying kites

Kites ha i i .
Ve quite a long history. The earliest kites were made of wood, instead of paper.

Noweda ’
g ;y:;:he thlree most famous kites are the Beijing kite, Tianjin kite and Weifang kite.
- rample, the swallow-shaped kite is a well-known Beijing style.
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[image: image5.jpg]Playing hide-and-seek

- H:;:l::l:s?ek =8 ‘.mdill‘lonnl game for children, popular around the nadon.. Even rfov:/adﬂ):'
Ay like playing it. There are two ways to play. One way is covering a child's ey
while other kids run around to tease (R&FF) him. 38

—

The closest thing to watching a film or television for entertainment during ancient lll’l‘wS
was going to see a shadow play. Folk artists manipulate puppets behind the screen, narrating
stories and accompanied by music.

Setting off firecrackers (Hif) _

Firecrackers have a history of more than 2,000 years. It is said that there was a beast ( L
45 Jnamed Nian in ancient China. 40 After gunpowder was invented, it graduall)’
replaced the bamboo joint cracker. Crackers are still set off during Spring Festival to symbolize
auspiciousness (7 F).

A. Watching shadow plays

B. Each of them has special features.

C. Different materials are used to make the kite.

D. Shadow plays were the popular entertaining form in ancient times.

E. And to scare off the beast, people burnt bamboo joints to make it blast.

F. More commonly, participants hide and one child must try to find them.

G. Instead, they came up with(ZE ) interesting games to play in their childhood.

oA FEAREH GHREY, WA 45D
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My life wouldn't be so wonderful without my parents. Every time I look at them or even
think of them, Iam very __ 41 .

Our native country was Vietnam, but, to 42 the war, we had to leave our home and
all our 43 and go on a long boat journey to America. I was two years old and the
youngest of seven children.

This journey was not 44 for my parents, but throughout they thought of their
children first. I was even told that they once ate only apple peels (5 ) to __45 _ the fruit
part for me. This was special because at that time many children were 46 by their
parents because of the war.

: Qm,mumey to America was not the last of our 47 . We were also faced with starting
alife in America with nothing, My parents' strong __48 __ to give their children a good life
Was. what has taken us where we are today. Of course, our beginning years were hard. We lived
::O.L“:;::::g:l :ood bought with food stamps, wore old clothes and played with toys bought at

PS. 49  almost everything we had was bought at second-hand shops, we
6/8



[image: image6.jpg]were 50 because our life was really peaceful.

My parents 51 very hard to build a better life. T will aly;
they got up in the morning,
a(n) b
55
36

ays __ 52 how early
n business and then he got
54 . My parents bought a car and

use,

After a few years my dad got a degree i
- Slowly, our living status began to

this was the true sign of my parents'

Today we moved out of the apartment, 57 all the hard times and starting our new
38 . We really live very 59 and my parents' greatest achievem

ent is that they have
60 that nothing is impossible.

41. A honorable B. admirable C. powerful D. grateful
42. A. prevent B. end C. escape D. stop
43. A. belongings B. friends C. colleagues D. memories
44 A. possible B. easy C. long D. dangerous
45. A. demand B. store C. spare D. find
46. A. adopted B. raised C. abandoned ' D. protected
47. A. worry B. struggles C. burdens D. pain
48. A. decision B. ability C. patience D. determination
49. A. While B. Since C. Unless D. Because
50. A. cautious B. nervous C. happy D. crazy
51. A. worked B. expected C. fought D. thought
52. A. cherish B. enjoy C. remember D. understand
53. A. substitute B. promotion C. status D. partner
54. A rise B. appear C. continue D. follow
55. A. immediately B. obviously C. suddenly D. gradually
56. A. challenge B. hope C. success D. cooperation
57. A. falling B. carrying C. forgetting D. leaving
58. A. education B. family C. career D. life
59. A. comfortably B. lonely C. independently D. confidently
60. A. described B. proven C. declared D. realized
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Xie Lei, a Chinese student studying in Britain, shared her progress in both study and life, 1t
was the first timeshe ___ 61 (leave) her m:t}x:rlmi On arriving in London, she lived with



[image: image7.jpg]a host family, . And
she is hmnlfw.;m —82__ they always helped her. It's __63  great comfort for her

tering before
ing a degree - —64__ (prepare) year, which is a must for any student bef

) course. But she found 65 difficult to get used to the academic )
“eduirements of a westem university, because she got an E for her first essay. When g 1
d)? reason for the tutor's revision, the tutor said that she couldn't write 66— 0ther PP
said without - - (acknowledge) them and encouraged her to express her own idess.

Now Xie Lei feels much more at home in England. In other words, she adapts 68 —
the new environment well 69 (hopeful), she is going to join a few 70— ShC
make friends and have a balance between study and a social life.
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Last term an English speech contest is held in our school. Seen the notice, many students
took interest in it. My English teacher Miss Li thought it was a good chance for me to improving
my English and encouraged me to take part. So I decided to have try. During the preparation, my
teacher offered me great help. She not only polished with my speech draft but also corrected my
pronounce. As a result, my speech improved great. Then the day for the competition came, and 1
did a good job but got first prize! I owed it all to my teacher. Without his help, I wouldn’t have
got so a good result,
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Dear Bruce,

Yours,

Li Hua
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