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A
Every November, Time magazine picks out what it calls "The 25 Best Inventions" of the year. These are the things that
have made our lives different in one way or another. Here, we have chosen three of the most interesting ones on the list.
Ember Mug
It's hard to always keep coffee at the right temperature, especially in winter. It's too hot to drink at first, but before we
know it, it gets too cold and loses all its taste. According to Time, the perfect level of warmth for a cup of coffee only
lasts for 37 seconds, which makes the Ember Mug a great invention. It keeps your coffee at a certain temperature,
anywhere between 48°C and 62°C, once you set it through a smartphone app.
Tasty One Top
TV cooking shows make it look so easy, but it's almost impossible to get the recipes (fI1%) to look the same as how the
cooks make them. However, the Tasty One Top DIY cooking companion is here to help. Developed by Buzzfeed, the
cooker can be connected to a smartphone app, which has more than 1, 700 recipes and videos. You choose a recipe and
the app will let the cooker know what to do.
Jibo
Different from faceless smart speakers like Xiaomi and Amazon, Jibo has brought smart technology to life.  Said to be
"the world's first social robot for the home", Jibo looks like a cartoon character with a round body, around head and a
voice that sounds like a 10-year-old boy. Jibao is able to recognize faces and speech. Jibo will move to face you
whenever you talk to it. It can also remind you of important things, tell you the weather and read news or messages from
your friends and family.
21.  Why is the Ember Mug a great success?
A. It keeps coffee at the right temperature longer.
B. Itis only useful for people in winter.
C. It is one of the most interesting inventions.
D. It functions well through a smartphone app.
22. Tasty One Top is the choice for .
official workers who are coffee lovers
housewives who want to improve their cooking

mothers who have a 10-year-old boy

°o 0w »

readers who are fond of new technologies



23. What makes Jibo so special?
A. Itis smart and good-looking.

B. It can do many things for people.
C. It adds much fun to people's lives.

D. Itis the world's first social robot.

B

There were smiling children all the way. Clearly they knew at what time the train passed their homes and they made it
their business to stand along the railway, wave to complete strangers and cheer them up as they rushed towards Penang.
Often whole families stood outside their homes and waved and smiled as if those on the trains were their favorite relatives.
This is the simple village people of Malaysia. | was moved.

I had always traveled to Malaysia by plane or car, so this was the first time I was on a train. I did not
particularly relish the long train journey and had brought along a dozen magazines to read and reread. I looked about the

train. There was not one familiar face. I sighed and sat down to read my Economics.
It was not long before the train was across the Causeway and in Malaysia. Johore Baru was just another city like

Singapore, so [ was tired of looking at the crowds of people as they hurried past. As we went beyond the city, I watched the
straight rows of rubber trees and miles and miles of green. Then the first village came into sight. Immediately I came alive; 1
decided to wave back.

From then on my journey became interesting. I threw my magazines into the waste basket and decided to join in

Malaysian life. Then everything came alive. The mountains seemed to speak to me. Even the trees were smiling. I stared at

everything as if I was looking at it for the first time.
The day passed fast and I even forgot to have my lunch until I felt hungry. I looked at my watch and was surprised that

it was 3:00pm. Soon the train pulled up at Butterworth. I looked at the people all around me. They all looked beautiful.
When my uncle arrived with a smile, I threw my arms around him to give him a warm hug(#ff#{1). I had never done this
before. He seemed surprised and then his weather-beaten face warmed up with a huge smile. We walked arm in arm to his

car.
I looked forward to the return journey.

24.The author expected the train triptobe .
A. adventurous

B. pleasant

C. exciting

D. dull

25.What did the author remember most fondly of her train trip?

A. The friendly country people.

B. The mountains along the way.

C. The crowds of people in the streets.

D. The simple lunch served on the train.

26.Which of the following words can best take the place of the word "relish" in the second paragraph?
A. choose

B. enjoy

C. prepare for

D. carry on

27.Where was the writer going?

A. Johore Baru.

B. The Causeway.



C. Butterworth.
D. Singapore.

&

I was in the line at Dunkin Donuts. The couple in front of me had ordered their food and stepped to the side. I walked to
order mine. Quick and simple. Then I noticed a young man. I could tell he was not having the best of luck and it showed on
his face. He walked in carrying his belongings in a torn plastic bag. The couple ahead of me turned, looked, and then turned
away. The lady grabbed her purse tighter and her husband quickly stood in front of her.
I moved over so he could order. He looked at the board, checked his pockets and didn’t seem to have enough for anything.
So, he turned around and walked out. 1 picked up my coffee and followed him out. He had gone maybe five paces when I
shouted, “Hey! Do you want a donut?” A little embarrassed, he said, “I don’t have any money. told him to come on back
in. As we approached the counter the couple who were still inside looked shocked and confused. We approached the cashier
and I said, “What kind do you want?” He whispered, “Jelly.” I said, “Go ahead. Tell her what you want.”
“Jelly donut please,” he said. The cashier looked at me and said, “Is that it?”" 1 looked at him. “Do you want anything else?”
«Can I have a coffee?” he asked me. I said, “Yes. Tell her.” He did. The total came to $2. 30, which is small change
compared to what the typical person spends in a day. But to him it made a great difference.
I walked out and the couple were outside talking. The lady whispered to me, “T am glad you did that—before he tried to rob
the place for a donut.” 1 stopped, looked at her, and said, “Are you a Christian?” She said, “Of course!” I said, “Are you
sure? Because aren’t Christians supposed to love their brothers and sisters and help them when they need it, and not judge?”
She didn’t have a response.
28. Why did the couple get nervous immediately they saw the young man?
A. Because the young man looked like a murderer.
B. Because they had been robbed by the young man before.
C. Because the young man tried to rob them of their money.
D. Because they thought the young man might be a dangerous person.
29. The lady didn’t have a response in the end because
A. she didn’t want to answer the author’s question
B. she thought the author’s question was not worth answering
C. she was ashamed for her not having helped the young man
D. she had to find out a perfect answer to the author’s question
30. We can infer from the passage that _____
A. the author might be a Christian
B. the author must be a rich man
C. the author was always kind to anyone
D. the author was the young man’s friend
31. What can we learn from the passage?
A. As a Christian, he or she only has the duty to help other Christians.
g. i\;le;y:r‘ne,.especially those Christians, should be ready to help other people.
D.. . Sh:z:;a:’sms:;tiludt lf(:;ea lt:]:: brother and sisters and help lhe.m when they need it.

angers we meet because they might be dangerous.

D
The Diet Zone: A Dangerous Place
Diet Coke. di e o o : ;
iet Coke, diet Pepsi, diet pills, no-fat diet, vegetable diet... We are surrounded by the word"diet"everywhere we look and
n

listen. Weh i i
ave so easily been attracted by the promise and potential of diet products that we have stopped thinking about



what diet products are doing to us. We are paying for products that harm us psychologically and physically.

Diet products significantly weaken us psychologically. On one level, we are not allowing our brain to admit that our weight
problems lie not in actually losing the weight, but in controlling the consumption of fatty, high-calorie, unhealthy foods. Diet
products allow us to jump over the thinking stage and go straight for the scale (Ff) instead. All we have to do is to
swallow or recognize the word"diet"in food labels.

On another level, diet products have greater psychological effects. Every time we have a zero-calorie drink, we are telling
ourselves without our awareness that we don't have to work to get results. Diet products make people believe that gain
comes without pain, and that life can be without resistance and struggle.

The danger of diet products lies not only in the psychological effects they have on us, but also in the physical harm that they
cause. Diet foods can indirectly harm our bodies because consuming them instead of healthy foods means we are preventing
our bodies from having basic nutrients (#5741 ) . Diet foods and diet pills contain zero calories only because the diet
industry has created chemicals to produce these wonder products. Diet products may not be nutritional, and the chemical
that go into diet products are potentially dangerous.

Now that we are aware of the effects that diet products have on us, it is time to seriously think about buying them. Losing
weight lies in the power of minds, not in the power of chemicals. Once we realize this, we will be much better able to resist

diet products, and therefore prevent the psychological harm that comes from using them.

32. From Paragraph 1, we learn that .

A. diet products fail to bring out people's potential

B. people have difficulty in choosing diet products

C. diet products are misleading people

D. people are bored with diet products

33. One psychological effect of diet products is that people tend to_ .
A. ftry out a variety of diet foods

B. hesitate before they enjoy diet foods

C. pay attention to their own eating habits

D. watch their weight rather than their diet

34. In Paragraph 3, "gain comes without pain"probably means .
losing weight is effortless

it costs a lot to lose weight

diet prducts bring no pain

O 0w »

. diet products are free from calories



35. Diet products indirectly harm people physically because such products
A. are over-consumed

B. lack basic nutrients

C. are short of chemicals
D. provide too much energy.
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Avoid Internet Addiction
(36___ Many people suffer from addition to the Internet and have a hard time paying attention to the important things arou
nd them. How can we prevent ourselves from going online too much?
Admit you have an addition. (37__ Realize more and more people in the world are becoming addicted. You are not the onl

y one with ths problem. Do not be embarrassed; find others with the same problem and help each other beat it.

Limit your computer time. Make sure not to turn it on too many times a week. Befoe using your computer,
decide on a time limit such as 30minutes. Set the clock and make sure that you get off he computer when the time is up. (38

Try using the computer at the library. You won't be as attracted to look at certain websites and they do have a limit on h

ow long you can stay online. (39) ___+ So you won't be as attracted to be on the Internet as at home.

(40__ Go for a run with a friend or get exercise some other way.

Keep up with the local events in your neighborhoo
d. There may be talks, fi

Ims, concerts and sports events etc. Find some, as long as it is not on the Internet, and get involved.
- You will be happier if you use the Internet less.

A
B. There is no use avoiding the truth.

C. Also, itisa good place to get some good books and magazines to read.
D
E

. Get a hobby or an interest.

- Internet addition affects a lot of people.

F. Get your family to remind you if you've been on a long time.

G. Try to reduce the amount of time by Sminutes each time.
E=or: FEMIRZA (HHET, S 45 9)
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Our son Jason was born with cerebral palsy (fili##f ) . My wife and I often (41) ___ him as he faced many challengers in his
early years.

It was (42) to see him chosen last for baseball (43)  , but he was happy and well (44) by his peers ([a]#% A )
throughout pgary school. His most (45)  time came when he began high school. One afternoon, he returned home



with (46) . He threw his bag on the floor,

other kids had thrown at him on the way home.
Several days earlier, he had (48)
the track and made him the (50)
happened again. He stayed on th
One day in October,

shouting angrily, "I'll never £0 to school again!"He was (47) ___with food
He didn't tell us what had happened until later.
_the school running team. That day, a few older students made fun of his (49)

___of their one-sided food fight. I called the headmaster about the matter and it
eteam (51) _ trouble continued.

We had snow and freezing rain. As the other kids exercis
around the snow-covered(52 '

coach would list the top athletes,

on

never

ed in the gym, they noticed Jason jogging

- A few weeks later, he told us each month students(53) ___an"athlete of the month". The
and students voted for the winner. Jason's (54)
one of the student said, "I'd like to nominate ({24

___had never been listed. But that day,
"He works harder than any of us, sir,

) Jason for the athlete of the month, sir!"The coach looked (55) -
"the student continued.
"But we'll have to have someone (56) ___the nomination, "the coach replied.
Tears formed in Jason's eyes as he told us what happened next. "Mom, Dad,

We, also in tears, looked at him as he (58)

everyone in the class (57)  their hands. "
Whenever I despair, I think of this story

showed his certificate.

- 1(59) _ myself that challengers are not overcome by force, but by patience,
(60)  and faith.
41. A. comforted B. persuaded C. protected D. instructed
42. A. boring B. confusing C. heartbreaking D. challenging
43. A. purposely B. regularly C. exactly D. eventually
44. A. praised B. admired C. respected D. accepted
45. A. merciful B. enjoyable C. difficult D. unforgettable
46. A. confidence B. sadness C. courage D. fear
47. A. covered B. packed C. faced D. supplied
48. A. played for B. voted for C. prepared for D. signed up for
49. A. promise B. performance C. goal D. ability
50. A. target B. cause C. focus D. role
51. A. incase B. asif C. eversince D. even though
52. A. street B. camp C. track D. field
53. A. trained B. found C. dismissed D. chose
54. A. name B. progress C. score D. application
55. A. satisfied B. surprised C. excited D. disappointed
56. A. invite B. seek C. support D. consider
57. A. putup B. putback C. put down D. putout
58. A. carefully B. firmly C. eagerly D. proudly
59. A. warmn B. remind C. inform D. teach
60. A. honesty B. knowledge C. determination D. development
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Few people I know seem to have much desire or time to cook. Making Chinese61. (dish) is seen as especially

some f\llally WESlellle ome tO a COOk lllllCll IESS tha" mn tllClI own countries once they CallZ hO
tr Ouble . .



cheap63. can be to eat out. | still remember64. (visit) a friend who’d lived here for five years and 165.  (shock) when
I learnt she hadn’t cooked once in all that time.

While regularly eating out seems to66. (become) common for many young people in recent years, it’s not without a
cost. The obvious one is money; eating out once or twice a week may be 67.  (afford) but doing this most days adds up.
There could be an even68. (high) cost on your health. Researchers have found that there is a direct link between the
increase in food eaten outside the home and the rise in69. (weigh) problems.

If you are not going to suffer this problem, then I suggest that the next time you go to your mum’s home70. dinner, get
a few cooking tips from her. Cooking food can be fun. You might also begin to notice the effects not only on your health
but in your pocket.
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2. Aftvrige 10 &b, 2% (WE 11 4) Aitir.
As we all know, travelling can be an excited experience. Let me give you some advices that you
have to pay attention. You can find out more about your destination by surf the Internet before you set
out. You needn't take too many cash. Since it can be very convenient to pay in cash, using cheques is
much more reliable. In additional, it will be wise of you to take an umbrella in case of it should
rain. And if you are to travel abroad, you'd better understand the culture and diversity. Keep this in

mind that being polite in foreign countries can help you had a wonderful trip.
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